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A GREETING TO OUR (GUESTS

We welcome all, really and truly!

We welcome you today to the parish of St. John in the Wilderness. We
welcome cradle Episcopalians and those who say, “episco-what?” We
welcome soccer dads and hockey moms; we welcome wild-eyed progressives,
staunch conservatives, and everybody in between. If youre a proud hippie,
step right up. If you wear a tie, even with your pajamas, come on in.
Tree-huggers, check. Drivers of gas-guzzlers, yup. Vegans and those who
order only meatlover’s pizza are both welcome. We welcome those with
crying newborns and those who avoid kids at all costs. We extend a welcome
to those who are single, married, widowed, divorced, gay, bi, trans, or
straight. This faith community has people with much, people with just
enough, and a whole bunch somewhere in the middle.

We welcome you if you have always loved church or if church just isn’t
your thing, You are welcome here if you are church shopping, if you already
have a faith community that is just right, or if you have no intention
whatsoever of joining a church. If you work too much or too hard, you are
welcome here. If you haven’t worked a day in your life, you are welcome here.
For those who love all things literary as well as those who have always had
trouble choosing between “lie” and “lay,” this is your place. If you came here
today because you felt the nudging of the Holy Spirit, welcome. If you came
because your Mom guilted you into it... well, welcome. You had best do as
your mother says!

In short, we welcome everyone to get to know this faith community of
St. John’s. Really and truly. We welcome you because we all need community;
we all need support; and many of us here at St. John’s have learned that faith
really does help us along the journey.

Everyone is invited to participate fully in worship, to receive Holy
Communion, and to join in the life of our faith community. We base our
worship on The Book of Common Prayer, The Hymnal 1982, and The Bible. These
books are in the pews. To learn more about St. John in the Wilderness, please
speak to an usher or a clergy person. Following worship, please join us for
refreshments and fellowship.

Again, thank you for joining us today!



HoLy EUCHARIST

The Episcopal Church uses a number of resources in onr worship. Our music is found in
the blue hymmnals found in the pew racks. Red copies of the Book of Common Prayer
and black copies of the Holy Bible are also found in the pew racks. Feel free to find the

prayers and the scripture readings in these books.

Prelude Alec Watson: Improvisation on Advent Antiphon
Ringing of the Calling Bell
Please stand as you are able.

Processional Hymn Hymnal, no. 523
Abbots Leigh: “Glorious things of thee are spoken”

Advent Wreath Lighting

Reader
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in
a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. Isaiah 9:2

As we light the first candle of the Advent wreath, we give thanks for the
great light of the world, your son, Jesus, who is our light in the world so
that we no longer walk in darkness. May our lives be a light to others.
Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Opening Acclamation

Presider — Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



BCP, p. 356
Hymnal, no. S280

Gloria (spoken at 8:00am, sung at 10am)
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Collect of the Day BCP, p. 211

Presider  God be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people may be seated for the reading of the lessons.

First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5
Reader A reading from Isaiah.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the LOorD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LOrD from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of the Lorb!

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



Response: Psalm 122 (tone Alec Watson) BCP, p.779

(8:00am) Reader: Let us read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.
(10:00am) Please join in the singing of the refrain. Then read the psalm in unison,
repeating the refrain as noted.
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1 I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the Lorp."
2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LorD, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the LORD.

Refrain
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prospet who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the LorD our God, *
I will seek to do you good."

Refrain



Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14

Reader A reading from Romans.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation
Taize: “Alleluia”
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Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

Gospeler  'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew:.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as
in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one
will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let



his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Gospeler  'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Chris Lilley, Intern
After a period of silent reflection, please stand as you are able.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
And has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People Lord Hear Our Prayer, p. 24

Deacon
Let us now open our hearts and offer to God our deepest prayers as we
respond to “Lord in your mercy” with “Hear our prayer”.

Intercessor

Heavenly Father, inspire the universal church to be most concerned with
living lives inspired by your Son and give us hearts that beat to serve you.
Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Bless those in authority, in this nation and in all the nations, with an
urgency to care for all people and to undo systems of injustice.
Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Give us opportunities to live into our faith and identity as followers of
Jesus. Open our eyes to see those around us, in our neighborhoods,
schools, and places of work, who need our loving support and care.
Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Grant wisdom and persistence to those who seek cures and relief of pain,
and heal and comfort those who suffer from illness. You are invited to add
your own petitions at this time either silently or aloud.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Give us wisdom and persistence for the care of creation.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Grant rest eternal to those who have died and comfort to those who
mourn. Grant us daily an awareness that life is precious and fleeting, that
we might use our hours to your glory. You are invited to add your own petitions
at this time either silently or aloud.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Presider
Almighty God, you lovingly created and care for us, hear now these

prayers and answer them as may be best for us and for the furtherance of
your redemptive grace. Amen.



Confession of Sin BCP, p. 360

Deacon
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Please honor a period of silent reflection.

Deacon and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Peace
Presider  'The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

Offertory Sentence



Offertory Anthem
“Jesus Christ the Apple Tree”

The tree of life my soul hath seen,

Laden with fruit and always green:

The trees of nature fruitless be
Compared with Christ the apple
tree.

His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

This fruit doth make my soul to
thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;

Somerset folk song
art. Alan Bullard

For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have
bought:

I missed of all; but now I see

“Tis found in Christ the apple tree.

I'm weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree

Which makes my soul in haste to
be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.

I ITURGY OF THE TABLE

Please stand as you are able.

Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

BCP, p. 367

Celebrant — Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because
you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make
us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Sanctus (spoken at 8:00am; sung at 10:00ar) BCP, p. 367
Hymnal, no. S-114

Celebrant and People
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you

have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for

the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we according to his command, O Father:

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with John and all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant

The table of bread and wine is now made ready.
It is the table of company with Jesus
and all those who love him.
So come to this table
you who have much faith
and you who would like to have more;
you who have been to this table often,
and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus,
and you who have failed.
Come, it is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome at Gods table. One may receive the sacrament either at the foot of the
stairs leading to the Chancel or at the commmunion rail. We use gluten, dairy and soy free
bread for communion. We also use real wine. When receiving the wine, we ask that you
refrain_from intincting (dipping) the bread into the chalice. Rather, when receiving the wine,
drink directly from the commmnion chalice. Receiving the sacrament in one kind (either the
bread or the wine) is both wholly appropriate and fully efficacions.

Communion Hymn Hymnal, no. 66
Stuttgart: “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”

Post-communion Prayer Enriching Our Worship

People and Celebrant

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing



Sending Hymn Hymnal, no. 59
Merton: “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding”

Dismissal

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Nicolaus Vetterr Nun komm der Heiden Heiland

Please join us following worship as we gather in the Parish Hall for light
refreshments and hearty fellowship. If you are a guest this morning, please
introduce yourself to one of the ushers or to one of our clergy. We would
delight in getting to know you better.

Permission to reprint, podeast, and/ or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-716664. All rights reserved.

Our bulletin cover:

Mary: Love Forever Being Born by Kelly Latimore. All rights reserved.

Inspired by this poem by Sr. 1lia Delio shared by onr dear friend Br. Jeff Macnab OFM 3
days before he passed on Christmas Day 2022. "What do the stars say? The light
that meets our eyes after millions of years summons us to look beyond. The
dark that hovers over us is filled with light. That underneath the appearance
of the stable heavens is the bubbling energy of the universe. We are forming,
forming, forming and nothing can stop us.

There is a palpable power of attraction, pulling us toward we-no-not-where.
Love alone is the guide of the universe and the whole universe is in the
human heart. Tend to the heart and the power of love will name itself as

God."



Altar Flowers

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Marger J. Brewster, Alexandra O.
Bjorklund, Irene and Lander Jenkins, Richard and Gladys Ordway

Celebrants
Altar Guild
Greeters
Crucifer
Verger
Chancel Choir

Chancel Choir Director
Lectors

Ushers

Eucharistic Ministers

Hospitality
Livestream
Preacher
Music Minister
Deacon
Presider
Celebrant

Service Participants
The Gathered People of God
Pat Pickering, Kelly DeSmet
Tony Angelo, Amy Okaya (10:00)
Nick Pearson (10:00)
John Brunner
Lynda Halbert, Lura Ann Jensen, Matt Landby, Mike
Lovett, Cindy Kallstrom, Will Merrill,
Lynn Maiers Paulson, Stephanie Sulentic
Val Koutek
Sylvia Lovett (8:00) Jackie Danda (10:00)
TBD (8:00) Anne Albin, Gretchen Brunner (10:00)
Tom Hove, Susan Blake (8:00) Nick Howe, Andrew
McClaren, Rosa Sears(10:00)
Barb Maloney
Will McBride
Chris Lilley
Alec Watson
The Rev. Margaret Thor
The Kate Maxwell, OSB
The Rev. Arthur Hancock

St. John’s Ministry Team

Vestry: Gretchen Brunner, Joanna Torgerson, Tom Hove, Jen Miller, Nick
Pearson, George Gorbatenko, Sara Harker-Olson, Stephanie Sulentic, Paul Stone

Clerk: Tracy Angelo
Treasurer: Barry Kostyk

Junior Warden: Mike Carpenter

Senior Warden: Jim DeMay

Nursery: Lorna Cessna, Megan Church

Sexton: Jake Malark

Financial Coordinator: Maureen Vruno | maureen@stjohnwilderness.org
Music Minister: Alec Watson | alec@stjohnwilderness.org
Rising Generations Coordinator: Maggie Howe | maggie@stjohnwilderness.org
Parish Coordinator: Carrie Thomas | cartie@stjohnwilderness.org

Intern: Chris Lilley

chris@stjohnwilderness.org

Deacon: The Rev. Margaret Thor | margaret@stjohnwilderness.org
Associate Priest: The Rev. Kate Maxwell, OSB | kate@stjohnwilderness.org
Rector: The Rev. Arthur Hancock | art@stjohnwilderness.org
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